Education makes a Community
assumptions unconsciously operative in maintaining
the traditional system are no longer regarded as valid.
They do not even represent what is actually implied
in the practice of to-day. The assumptions of slave-
civilization and of "caste" education are irrelevant
for the new methods of education; because a person
trained in the new way cannot be treated as a mere
instrument for the culture of others. But the alterna-
tive is not clearly conceived. There.is no dominant
conception of education as the process of creating a
new way of living in common, nor of the kind of
community which modern education can most easily
create. Here and there in the school-system, among
some few teachers and parents, there is an under-
standing of the real issue; but politicians who speak
about education are more concerned with the cost of
schools or with the number of years spent at school
than with the more fundamental question of the pur-
pose of the whole educational system. This, and not
questions of cost or time, is the urgent question
which must be answered by those who still believe
in the democratic tradition. It is quite impossible to
go on with the old hand-to-mouth reforms of an
obsolete tradition.
The Next Step in Public Polity
In the dictatorships the educational system is recog-
nized to be the crucial problem of public poEcy;
and it is correctly understood to include, not merely
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